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Research on the Opening of Digital Copy of Public Domain Works in Europe Libraries

LISi CHENYi
( School of Information Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China )

Abstract: Public domain works continue to be in the public domain once they have been digitized is an important legal principle for libraries to open
their collection. The libraries in China have been set up many technical and legal restrictions to digitization of public domain content in these years. In order
to solve this problem, this paper study the principle public domain works continue to be in the public domain once they have been digitized. Analyzing the
basis of jurisprudence, development history, implementation and obstacles to implementation. Based on the results, this paper provides some suggestions to
the practice in China: libraries in China should change their role from collection managers to the content publishers; guarantee the digitization is supported
by public funding; expand the use of digital copies of works in the public domain; establish a unified platform for the publication of public domain works.
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