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The Development of Legislation for Digital Public Lending in Germany and Its Reference to China

YANG Fei
( School of Law, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, P. R. China )

Abstract: Insufficient legislative protection for digital public lending has led to an imbalance in interest structure between libraries, authors, and publishers.
The German Federal Council has proposed a new draft amendment of the Copyright Act to introduce a “compulsory license” in article 42b for digital lending to
reconcile conflicting interests. The proposal was considered to be overly restrictive to the rights of publishers and aroused strong opposition from stakeholders.

The article analyzes and reviews the framework of the German digital public lending system and the related public discussions in the amendment process,

intending to provide references and consid-erations for the construction of the legislative framework of digital public lending in China.
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