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Readability and Influence of Academic Papers: From the Perspective of Disciplinary Differences in Humanities and Social Sciences

WU DanWei' LIU Yu’
(1. College of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, P. R. China;
2. School of Journalism, Yunnan University, Kunming 650504, P. R. China)

Abstract: Readability is one of the important characteristics of paper quality, which affects readers’ cognition and understanding of research contents.

Exploring the relationship between the readability of a paper and its influence is of great practical significance to the effective dissemination of academic
knowledge. This study examines the impact of abstract readability and full-text readability on citation frequency based on papers published in representative

journals of library and information science, journalism and communication, and management from 2016 to 2020, and tests the difference between the
disciplines. It is found that papers with easy-to-read abstracts and hard-to-read full-text are more likely to be highly cited, and as the moderating variable,
discipline has significant impact on the relationship between abstract readability and citation frequency and the relationship between full-text readability and

citation frequency. Writers should strive to enhance the readability of the paper while ensuring rigorous and precise expression, so as to promote the exchange
and development of subject knowledge.

Keywords: Text Readability; Academic Communication; Citation Frequency; Disciplinary Difference
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